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1. “Eliyahu HaNavi, Eliyahu HaTishbi, Eliyahu HaGiladi...”
“Elijah the Prophet, Elijah the Tishbite, Elijah the Giladite...”
“Br'mehera Yavo Elaynu, im Mashiach ben David.”

“May he soon come to us, accompanying the Messiah, Son of David.”

2. www.ou.org/about/judaism/rabbis/eliyahu.htm

3. www.elmessiri.com
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Among the many and various teachings dispensed by
Elijah to his friends, there are none so important as
his theodicy, the teachings vindicating God's justice in
the administration of earthly affairs. He used many an
opportunity to demonstrate it by precept and example. Once
he granted his friend Rabbi Joshua ben Levi the fulfilment
of any wish he might express, and all the Rabbi asked for
was, that he might be permitted to accompany Elijah on
his wanderings through the world. Elijah was prepared
to gratify this wish. He only imposed the condition, that,
however odd the Rabbi might think Elijah's actions, he was
not to ask any explanation of them. If ever he demanded
why, they would have to part company. So Elijah and
the Rabbi fared forth together, and they journeyed on
until they reached the house of a poor man, whose only
earthly possession was a cow. The man and his wife were
thoroughly good-hearted people, and they received the
two wanderers with a cordial welcome. They invited the
strangers into their house, set before them food and drink
of the best they had, and made up a comfortable couch
for them for the night. When Elijah and the Rabbi were

1. www.sacred-texts.com
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ready to continue their journey on the following day,Elijah
prayed that the cow belonging to his host might die. Before
they left the house, the animal had expired. Rabbi Joshua
was so shocked by the misfortune that had befallen the
good people, he almost lost consciousness. He thought: "Is
that to be the poor man's reward for all his kind services to
us?" And he could not refrain from putting the question to
Elijah. But Elijah reminded him of the condition imposed
and accepted at the beginning of their journey, and they
travelled on, the Rabbi's curiosity unappeased. That night
they reached the house of a wealthy man, who did not pay
his guest the courtsy of looking them in the face. Though
they passed the night under his roof, he did not offer them
food or drink. This rich man was desirous of having a wall
repaired that had tumbled down. There was no need for
him to take any steps to have it rebuilt,for, when Elijah left
the house, he prayed that the wall might erect itself, and,
lo! it stood upright. Rabbi Joshua was greatly amazed, but
true to his promise he suppressed the question that rose to
his lips. So the two travelled on again, until they reached
an ornate synagogue, the seats in which were made of
silver and gold. But the worshippers did not correspond in
character to the magnificence of the building, for when it
came to the point of satisfying the needs of the way-worn
pilgrims, one of those present said: "There is not dearth
of water and bread, and the strange travellers can stay
in the synagogue, whither these refreshments can be
brought to them." Early the next morning, when they were
departing, Elijah wished those present in the synagogue
in which they had lodged, that God might raise them all
to be "heads." Rabbi Joshua again had to exercise great
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self-restraint, and not put into words the question that
troubled him profoundly. In the next town, they were
received with great affability, and served abundantly with
all their tired bodies craved. On these kind hosts Elijah,
on leaving, bestowed the wish that God might give them
but a single head. Now the Rabbi could not hold himself
in check any longer, and he demanded an explanation
of Elijah's freakish actions. Elijah consented to clear up
his conduct for Joshua before they separated from each
other. He spoke as follows: "The poor man's cow was
killed,because I knew that on the same day the death of
his wife had been ordained in heaven, and I prayed to God
to accept the loss of the poor man's property as a substitute
for the poor man's wife. As for the rich man, there was a
treasure hidden under the dilapidated wall, and, if he had
rebuilt it, he would have found the gold; hence I set up the
wall miraculously in order to deprive the curmudgeon of
the valuable find. I wished that the inhospitable people
assembled in the synagogue might have many heads, for a
place of numerous leaders is bound to be ruined by reason
of multiplicity of counsel and disputes. To the inhabitants
of our last sojourning place, on the other hand,I wished
a 'single head,' for the one to guide a town, success will
attend all its undertakings. Know, then, that if thou seest
an evil-doer prosper, it is not always unto his advantage,
and if a righteous man suffers need and distress, think not
God 1s unjust." After these words Elijah and Rabbi Joshua
separated from each other, and each went his own way.
How difficult it is to form a true judgment with nothing but
external appearances as a guide.
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1- Curious Myths of the Middle Ages: Sabine Baring-Gould

2- Evergreen Elijah, Ritual Scenes from Jewish Life in the Middle
East: E. S. Drower

3- Guardians of the holy grail; The Knights Templar: Mark Amaru
Pinkham

4- Journal of American Folklore
5- Re-Appropriating Sacred Space: Medieval Jews and Muslims

Seeking Elijah and Al-Khadir: Josef W. Meri

6- St George: Hero; Martyr; and Myth: Riches; Samantha

7- The Book of Legends; Sefer Ha-Aggadah: Bialik, H. N. and Y. H
Ravnitzky

8- The Plain of Saints and Prophets, The Nusayri-Alawi Community of
Cilicia (Southern Turkey) and its Sacred Places: Gisela Prochazka-Eisel
and Stephan Prochazka

9- The Religions of Modern Syria and Palestine: Frederick Jones Bliss
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georgesaghbini.blogspot.com
greekothodox-beitsahour.blogspot.com
khidr.org
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www.ahl-alquran.com
www.alhaydari.com
www.al-khechin.com
www.almaany.com

9- www.almustashar-ig.net
10- www.alwahamag.com

11- www.ankawa.com

12- www.arab-ency.com

13- www.arabicbible.com

14- www.ava-kyrillos.net

15- www.chabadworld.net

16- www.echristian.ae

17- www.el-kalima.com

18- www.elmessiri.com

19- www.jesus-nazareth.com
20- www.kuwaitheritage.com
21- www.mahabatzaidal.com
22- www.marefa.org

23- www.marmar.co.il

24- www.newadvent.org

25- www.ou.org

26- www.sacred-texts.com

27- www.sintgeorgius.nl

28- www.spiritandflesh.com
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