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Until Abraham, there was no aging, i.e., old age was not physically
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recognizable. Consequently, one who wanted to speak to Abra-
ham would mistakenly speak to Isaac, and vice versa: An individu-
al who wanted to speak to Isaac would speak to Abraham, as they
were indistinguishable. Abraham came and prayed for mercy, and
aging was at last noticeable, as it is stated: “And Abraham was
old, well stricken in age” (Genesis 24:1), which is the first time that
aging is mentioned in the Bible.
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And Rav Hanan bar Rava says that Rav says: Our forefather
Abraham was imprisoned for ten years, because he rejected the
idol worship that was accepted in his land. He was imprisoned for
three years in the city of Khuta, and seven years in Karddu. And
Rav Dimi of Neharde’a teaches the opposite, that he was impris-
oned seven years in Khuta and three in Karddu. Rav Hisda said:

The small passage of Khuta, this is Ur of the Chaldeansm.
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source Talmud_Bavli&with=Versions
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Apropos the coating of the altar, the Gemara cites an Aggadic
teaching: Rabbi Abbahu said that Rabbi Elazar said: The fire of

Gehenna has no power over Torah scholars. This can be derived

by an a fortiori inference from the salamander [salamandra], a
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creature created out of fire and immune to its effects, and whose
blood is fireproof: If a salamander, which is merely a product of
fire, and nevertheless when one anoints his body with its blood,
fire has no power over him, all the more so should fire not have
any power over Torah scholars, whose entire bodies are fire, as it
is written: “Surely My words are as fire, says the Lord” (Jeremiah
23:29), and the words of Torah become part of the Torah scholars’

very bodies.(\)
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1. https://lwww.sefaria.org/Chagigah.27a.1-9?lang=bi
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3. Salamandra and the Flames of Hell, by Reb Chaim HaQoton.
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When are kneading bowls found near the oven? You must say that
it is when the oven is hot. If in fulfilling the command to harass the
Egyptians, the frogs entered burning ovens, all the more so, we,
who are commanded concerning the sanctification of the name of

God, should deliver ourselves to be killed in the fiery furnace for

that purpose.(\)
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When Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi was dying, he said prophetical-
ly:........ There is a place called Akra DeAgma in Babylonia. There
is @ man named Adda bar Ahava there. Today he is sitting in the
lap of Abraham our forefather, since he has just been circumcised.
He added: Today Rav Yehuda was born in Babylonia. The Gema-
ra comments: As the Master said: While Rabbi Akiva was dying,
Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi was born; while Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi was
dying, Rav Yehuda was born; while Rav Yehuda was dying, Rava
was born; while Rava was dying, Rav Ashi was born. This teaches
you that a righteous person does not leave the world before an
equally righteous person is created....(Y).
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